Baseline Focus Group Discussion Guide – SCTP beneficiaries 
Review the consent form and obtain consent and demographic information from all participants before   beginning the discussion. 

Introduction

Thank you very much for talking with me today. I would like to have a conversation with all of you about your experiences in the Social Cash Transfer programme, or SCTP. This can be an informal conversation where we all share our ideas and experiences and there are no right or wrong answers. I am interested in anything that you want to share with me to help me learn more about your life and your opinions about the SCTP programme.  

Zikomo kwambiri chifukwa chocheza nane lero. Ndikufuna ndicheze nanu za pologalamu ya mtukula pakhomo (SCTP). Ndithokoza chilichonse chomwe mungandifotokozele chomwe chingandithandize kudziwa zambiri za moyo wanu komanso maganizo anu pa pologalamu ya mtukula pakhomo. Ndipempha kuti mumasuke chifukwa palibe mayankho olondola kapena olakwika.

1. Introductions and context
1.1 To begin, imagine that I just arrived in this community and I know nothing about life here. How would you describe this community to me? 

· What is the economic situation of this community? 
· What do people do for work and livelihood in this community? 

· What infrastructure and services are available in this community? (roads, clinics, schools, etc.)
· How do people get along in this community? 

· What are the main challenges faced by people living in this community?

Yelekezani kuti ndabwela kudela/boma lanu lino koyamba ndipo sindikudziwa chilichonse cha moyo wakuno. Mungandifotokozele bwanji za dela lanuli?

· Dela lino ndilochita bwanji pa nkhani ya zachuma?
· Anthu amagwira ntchito zanji kuti apeze ndalama mu dela lino?

· Mungafotokoze kuti mudela lino zinthu izi ngati zilipo ndizotani (misewu, zipatala, masukulu ndi zina)

· Anthu a mdela lino amagwirizana motani?

· Anthu a mdela lino amakumana ndi mavuto otani?

1.2  What are the daily challenges that people in this community face? When I say daily challenges, I mean the problems that people have to face every day.
- What do people do when they can’t find a solution to these challenges?
- What daily challenges do you all face in your households? 

- How do you respond to these challenges? 

- What do you do if you can’t find a solution to these challenges in your household?

Ndi mavuto anji a tsiku ndi tsiku omwe anthu a mu dela muno amakumana nawo? 
Anthu amapanga chani akakanika kuthana ndi mavuto amenewa?

· Kuganizila mabanja anu, ndi mavuto anji omwe mumakumana nawo pa moyo wanu wa tsiku ndi tsiku? 

· Mumapanga chani kuti muthane ndi ndi mavuto amenewa?

· Mumapanga chani mukalephela kupeza yakho la mavutowa?

1.3 What shocks affect people in this community? When I say shock I mean something that you cannot plan or prepare for such as drought, flooding, poor harvest, sickness, death etc..)

- How do people in this area respond to shocks?
-What sources of support do people turn to first when they are experiencing difficulty?

Ndi ngozi zanji zodza mwadzidzidzi zomwe anthu a mu dela muno amakumana nazo? (Ngozi zadzidzidzi monga chilala, madzi osefukila, kukolola zochepa, matenda, infa ndi zina zotero)

· Anthu amapanga chani kuti athane ndi mavuto amenewa?

· Ndichithandizo chotani choyambilila chomwe athu amalandila akakumana ndi zovuta? (kwa abale, mpingo, boma, mabungwe etc)

1.4 Sometimes when a household doesn’t have enough money for food and other basic needs, it can be very stressful or cause worry. Does this kind of stress affect households in this community? Tell me more about this…

- How does this stress affect households in your community?

Nthawi zina, kusowa kwa ndalama zogulila chakudya kapena zinthu zina zofunikira zimadzetsa nkhawa zochuluka pabanja. NKhawa zoterezi zimakhudza mabanja a mdela lino? Ndifotokozeleni zambiri….
· NKhawa zoterezi zimakhudza mabanja a mdela lino motani?

1.5 What about households in the SCTP? How do the SCTP households experience stress? Can anyone share an experience that you have had or heard about?

- How does this stress affect SCTP households?

Nanga mmabanja omwe ali mpologalamu ya mtukula pakhomo?. Mabanjawa amakhala ndi nkhawa? Ngati munavapo/zinachitikapo, Mungandifotokozere kuti zinakhala bwanji?
· Nkhawa zoterezi zimakhudza bwanji banja a anthu a mpologalamuyi?

1.6 What support services and networks exist in this area? 

· What support services and networks exist for the extremely poor and vulnerable?

· What barriers exist to access and use these services?

· What things help you to access and use services?

Ndi chithandizo chotani chomwe chimapezeka mudela lino?

· Ndi chithandizo chotani chomwe chimapezeka mudela lino cha anthu ovutikitsa, aulumali komanso amasiye?
· Ndizovuta zotani zomwe zimakanikitsa kulandila chithandizochi?
· Ndi zinthu ziti zomwe zimathakuthandizani kulandila chithandizo?
2. SCTP Experience and perceived impact 
2.1 Now I would like to talk about the SCTP programme. Imagine that you are explaining the SCTP to someone who knows nothing about the program. Please describe the goals for the SCTP program to help me learn about it. 
- Who are the populations that SCTP is looking to reach? 

- How does the SCTP programme provide support to these people?

Tsopano tikambilana za pologalamu ya mtukula pakhmo. Mungafotokoze bwanji za pologalamuyi kwa munthu oti samadziwa kalikonse ka pologalamuyi.  Chonde ndifotokozeleni za cholinga cha pologalamuyi kuti nane ndithe kuphunzira nawo

· Ndi anthu ake ati omwe omwe amafikilidwa ndi pologalamuyi?

Ndi chithandizo chanji chomwe chimapelekedwa mu pologalamuyi
2.2 What does your household do with the cash from SCTP? 

(Probe for specific example of how they used last transfer. For vague responses, probe more… e.g. ‘saving’ ask ‘for what?’, ‘spending’, ask ‘on what?’, ‘investing’, ask ‘in what?’)

Ndalama zomwe mabanja anu amalandila mupologalamuyi mumapanga nazo chani?

2.3 What has been the impact of SCTP in your households? Can you give me some examples? 


- What has changed in your household?


- What has improved?


- HOW have these changes/improvements been made?

Mungandiuze zotani za zotsatira za pologalamuyi pa mabanja anu?

· Chasintha ndichani pa mabanja anu chifukwa cha pologalamuyi?

· Chapita patsogolo ndichani chifukwa cha pologalamuyi?

· Zosinthazi zachitika motani?

2.4 What about the impact of the SCTP in your community? Has there been any impact in your community beyond the SCTP households?

- What has changed in your community due to SCTP?


- What has improved in your community due to SCTP?


- HOW have these changes/improvements been made?

Mungandiuze zotani za zotsatira za pologalamuyi pa dela lanu lino? Pali zotsatira zina kwa dela kuposela zomwe zili pa mabanja omwe ali mpologalamuyi?

· Chasintha ndichani mdela lino chifukwa cha pologalamuyi?

· Chapita patsogolo ndichani mdela lino chifukwa cha pologalamuyi?

· Zosinthazi zachitika motani?

2.5 Beyond supporting your basic needs, can you tell me about something that you have been able to do that you would not have been able to do without the money you have received from the program. Please share examples from your experiences …

- How were you able to do this? 

- What has been the impact of this on your household?

Kuposela kukuthandizani kupeza zinthu zofunika pa moyo wanu wa tsiku ndi tsiku, ndichani china chomwe mwatha kupanga ndi ndalama zochokela mpologalamuyi chomwe simukanatha kupanga pachiyambi

· Munatha bwanji kupanga zimezi?

· Zimenezi zakhala ndi zotsatira zotani pa banja panu?
2.6 How has the SCTP program affected all of you personally?

- How has the program affected your ability to support your household?

- How has the program affected your wellbeing and stress?

Pologalamuyi yakukhudzani inuyo motani?

· Yakhudza bwanji kuthekera kwanu kusamalira banja lanu?

· Yakhudza bwanji umoyo wanu komanso nkhawa zomwe mumakhala nazo.

2.7 Thinking specifically about the young people in your households and community. Tell me how the SCTP program has impacted the young people.

- How has impacted their education?

- How has impacted their overall wellbeing?

Poganizila achinyamata omwe ali pa pabanja anu komaso a mdela lino, mungandiuze momwe pologalamu ya mtukula pakhomo yakhudzila miyoyo yawo?

· Sukulu yawo yakhudzidwa motani?

· Moyo wawo wa tsiku ndi tsiku wakhudzidwa motani?

2.8 How would it affect your household if you stopped receiving the cash from the SCTP programme. Tell me more about this….

Mabanja anu angakhudzidwe motani mutani mwasiya kulandira ndalama za mpologalamuyi? 
3. Recommendations 

3.1 What is your opinion about how well the SCTP programme is working? 
Maganizo anu ndi otani pa pomwe pologalamuyi ikuyendera?
3.2  What are some of the ways you think that the SCTP could be improved to have a greater impact on poverty and wellbeing among households?

Ndi njila zanji zomwe mukuona kuti pologalamuyi ingapititsidwile patsogolo ndicholinga chokuti ithe kufikila anthu osauka mokwanila ndi kusintha miyoyo yawo?

3.3 What other services would be helpful for you to have more access to?  


- What other services do you think could be linked to the SCTP?

Mungaganizile mapologalamu ena omwe atha kukuthandizani omwe mukanakonda atakufikilani?

· Mungaganizile mapologalamu ena omwe atha kulumikizidwa ndi pologamu ya mtukula pakhomoyi?

3.4 To conclude, I would like to ask your opinion about graduation. When I say graduation, I mean that after receiving the cash transfer you would reach a point where you no longer qualified based on the improvements you were able to make to your household’s economic situation. What do you think about graduation?

-How would the households in your community feel about graduation?  
- How would you feel about your household graduating from the SCTP program?

Pomaliza, ndikufuna ndimve maganizo anu pa zotuluka mu pologalamuyi. Ndikati kutuluka mu pologalamu, ndikutanthauza kuti mutha kuzafika nthawi yokuti moyo wanu wasintha moti mukutha kukwanilitsa kupeza zofunika pa banja lanu. Mukuganizapo zotani za kutulukaku?

· Mungamve bwanji zakutuka kwa banja lanu mu pologalamuyi?

3.5 What other ideas or suggestions would you like to share? 

Pali maganizo kapena ndemanga zina mungathe kuonjezela?

Thank you for participating today! 
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